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State of South Carolina

OMfice of the State A uditor

1401 MAIN STREET, SUITE 1200
COLUMBIA, S.C. 29201
RICHARD H. GILBERT, JR., CPA (803) 253-4160
DEPUTY STATE AUDITOR i FAX (803) 343-0723

March 11, 2010

The Honorable Mark Sanford, Governor
State of South Carolina
Columbia, South Carolina

The Honorable Troy Bivens, Mayor

Town of Gaston
Gaston, South Carolina

This report resulting from the application of certain agreed-upon procedures to certain
accounting records of the Town of Gaston Municipal Court System for the 36 months ended June 30,
2008, was issued by Cline Brandt Kochenower & Co., P.A., Certified Public Accountants, under
contract with the South Carolina Office of the State Auditor.

If you have any questions regarding this report, please let us know.

Respectfully submitted,

oy

Richard H. Gilbert, Jr., CPA
Deputy State Auditor
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Independent Accountants’ Report on Applying Agreed-Upon Procedures

Richard H. Gilbert, Jr., CPA
Deputy State Auditor

Office of the State Auditor
Columbia, South Carolina

We have performed the procedures described below which were agreed to by the South Carolina Office of
the State Auditor solely to determine if the Town of Gaston had underreported court fines, fees and
assessments to the South Carolina State Treasurer’'s Office. The Town of Gaston is responsible for
compliance with the requirements of the South Carolina Code of Laws and with the South Carolina Judicial
Department memorandums. This engagement to apply agreed-upon procedures was performed in
accordance with attestation standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.
The sufficiency of the procedures is solely the responsibility of the specified users of the report.
Consequently, we make no representation regarding the sufficiency of the procedures described below
either for the purpose for which this report has been requested or for any other purpose.

The procedures and associated findings are as follows:
1. CALCULATION OF UNDERREPORTED ASSESSMENTS AND SURCHARGES

e We obtained access to clerk of court receipt books, dockets, and State Treasurer Revenue
Remittance Forms and copied all that were available. We were unable to determine completeness.

e We obtained access to uniform traffic ticket dispositions and fines levied from Department of Motor
Vehicle records.

e Based on the records provided, we calculated the fine, assessment and surcharge amounts in
accordance with the South Carolina Code of Laws and the South Carolina Judicial Department
memorandums.

e We compared our calculation to the amounts previously remitted on the State Treasurer's Revenue
Remittance forms to determine if the Town had over/(under) remitted court fines, fees and
assessments to the State Treasurer’s Office.

e We compared our calculation of court fines, fees and surcharge amounts with the amounts recorded
to the Victim Assistance fund to determine if the Town had over/(under) remitted court assessments
related to Victim Assistance.

The results of our procedures disclosed that the Town had under reported amounts due to the State and
Victim Assistance fund. See Attachment 1 in the Accountants’ Comments section of this report for further
detall

We were not engaged to, and did not conduct an audit the objective of which would be the expression of an
opinion on compliance with the collection and distribution of court generated revenue at any level of court
for the thirty-six months ended June 30, 2008 and, furthermore, we were not engaged to express an opinion
on the effectiveness of the internal controls over compliance with the laws, rules and regulations described
in paragraph one and the procedures of this report. Had we performed additional procedures other matters
might have come to our attention that would have been reported to you.

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Governor, Chairmen of the House Ways and
Means Committee, Senate Finance Committee, House Judiciary Committee, Senate Judiciary Committee,
members of the Gaston Town Council, Town clerk of court, Town treasurer, State Treasurer, State Office of
Victim Assistance, Chief Justice and the Office of the State Auditor and is not intended to be and should not
be used by anyone other than these specified parties.
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Attachment 1
Town of Gaston
Schedule of Court Fines and Fees
For 26 months ended June 30, 2008

Allocation in Accordance with Judicial
Department Memo

Allocation in Accordance
with State Law

Law Drug
Total Enforcement Surcharge Conviction Fine & State Victim DUS DUI
Collections Surcharge Seatbelt DUI/$12 DUI/$100 P 33.7 Surcharge  Assessment Assessment Services FINE PULLOUT PULLOUT

Corrected Tested Collections 229,035.33 29,766.44 600.00 0.00 0.00 1,122.40 11,032.32 187,114.17 85,844.16 10,783.66 90,486.35 2,015.32 0.00
Total Remittance made for

Tested Collections 7,5694.27 2,008.13 17.70 5,468.44 (100.00) 100.00

221,441.06 600.00 187,114.17 90,386.35

Balance to Victim Services: 21,815.98 11,032.32 10,783.66
Balance Due To State | 111,154.05 | 27,758.31 0.00 0.00 1,104.70 80,375.72 1,915.32 0.00
State Treasurer Revenue

Remittance Form Line (K) (G) (H) ) (L) (N) (F) 0]

NOTE: The above DUS Pullout amount of $1,915.32 is deducted from the FINE amount column total to arrive at the amount of fines the Town keeps.



COUNCIL MEMBERS

Troy R. Bivens Town of Gaston
Mayor 131 North Carlisle St. Marvin Pound, Jr.
P.O. Box 429 Charlie R. Sharpe
Gaston, SC 29053 Kelly Delk
PH: (803) 796-7725  Fax: (803) 739-5793 Robin Ross
Jennifer Bellotti
Town Cl website; www.gastonsc.org _Building Official
March 18, 2010

The State Treasurer

To whom it may concern:

The Town of Gaston has reviewed the Police Department Audit conducted by Steve
Blake with Clinebrandt Kochenower and Companies, CPA and cannot find any errors

at this time.

The Town of Gaston is looking forward to full cooperation with the State Treasurer’s
Office in getting this issue resolved.

Please contact us at 803-796-7725 or fax to 803-739-5793.
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Sincerely, -7

y/fMayor Troy R. Bivens
Town of Gaston
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